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The Weekend Opinion: Yes or No?
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A picture says...

Use the picture clues to guess the word or words and find the theme that connects them 

Students across 
the UK received 
their exam results 
this week and 
discovered whether 
or not they’d made 
the grade for a 
higher education. 
But is going 
to university a 
waste of time?

Yes No  
Tom Ogg Harriet Kean

nAnswers on the opposite page

THE Beatles. Sir Michael Caine. Richard 
Branson. Me.

What do these people have in common? 
Answer: enormous amounts of talent and 
success, of course. Oh, and none of them 
went to university. 

Now, I don’t believe in Hell, but if I did, 
I can well imagine it looking much like a 
student union bar. On a fancy dress night.

I grew up in Headingley, which was a 
family-orientated suburb a few miles 
from Leeds University. I say ‘was’ 
because these days the entire area 
has been completely over-run by 
students. Horrible, annoying students 
with stupid too-long scarfs wrapped 
around their necks and ridiculous facial 
hair on their chins. Houses 
in Headingley that 
used to be filled with 
families are now 
stuffed full of smelly 
students, while the pubs have 
all been turned into awful 
trendy wine bars chock-full 
of graduates loudly braying at 
their own jokes.

This is the effect a university 
has on the surrounding area, folks. 
And for what? So that a bunch of 
school-leavers can spend thousands 
and thousands of pounds staving off 
adulthood for a few more years.

Listen kids, if you are good at 
something, then just go do it! Want to 
be an artist? Get drawing. Want to be a 
chef? Start cooking. Want to be an actor? 
Don’t waste three years doing some bland 
course – just get yourself out there and 
start auditioning! You don’t need some 
pompous failed actor in a beret telling you 
how to act.

Because one thing is for sure 
and that is that a degree in Art 
Science or Biscuit Studies – or 

whatever – is going to increase 
your talent by approximately 
zero per cent.
Of course, some professions 

will always insist on degrees 
and, sadly, if you want to 
be a doctor or a teacher, 
university is a necessary 
evil. For everyone else, 
however, stop prolonging 
your childhood and 
just get on with being a 
grown-up.

WHEN it comes to discussing the worth 
of university, people often focus on 
issues of debt or question whether a 
degree really does pave the way for a 
successful career. 

However, surely it’s worth 
remembering the sole purpose of 
university: to explore in depth a subject 
you are deeply passionate about.

A university is fundamentally a place 
of learning – however, the nature of 
what a university is seems to have been 
forgotten. In contrast to the early 90s, 
when having a degree was a rarity, 
university has now become ‘a rite of 
passage’.

As such, courses are now 
oversubscribed, with many doing 
subjects purely for the sake of it and 
students desperately grabbing for any 
uni placement they can.

A prospective undergraduate should 
therefore choose their subject wisely, 
and not settle for some medieval 
knitting degree at the University of 
Bognor Regis.

University prolongs the impending 
realities of responsibility, a career and 
a mortgage. As an undergraduate, you 
are given valuable time to grow and 
to carefully decide your future path. 
Rather than rushing straight from 
school into some misguided career in 

finance, a graduate is instead eased into 
adulthood, arriving into the working 
world learned and independent.

University primarily provides an 
opportunity for a graduate to develop 
a sophisticated understanding of their 
subject and explore the very foundations 
of our civilisation. Therefore, the rhetoric 
surrounding universities needs to change, 
as no, as an English Graduate, I do not 
want to be an English teacher.

Is it no longer enough to go to university 
purely for love of the subject?

n Is it no longer enough to go to university 
purely for love of the subject?

nYou don’t need some 
pompous failed actor 
in a beret telling you 
how to act


